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he Spanish Tanners’ Confederation,

Acexpiel, recently launched a

new autumn/winter catalogue,
Inspiration 2008.

The collection shows the work of eight
tanners and six top designers from all parts
of the country. The stand-out themes are
high-waisted, tailored trousers, and jackets
with tight-fit sleeves that combine flair and
sensuality, in traditional leathers such as
nappa from Spanish Entrefino lamb. There
are also coats, tops and dresses that
combine leather, fur and fabric.

The president of Acexpiel, Jaume Alvira,
has called the alliance between his member-
companies and some of Spain’s top design
talents “inspirational”, which is why the
collection has the name it does. He makes it
clear that the designers involved—AIma
Aguilar, Francis Montesinos, Juan Duyos,
Miriam Ocariz, Modesto Lomba and
Spastor—have taken part because they love
leather, especially if it's from Spain.

Their work, he continues, gives
“enormous satisfaction” to Spanish tanners.
“Their creativity is helping to tum our tanned
leathers into objects of design and desire,”
Mr. Alvira says. “This is superb raw material,
and we are able to continue to produce it
because our industry has always focused on
quality.”

The Acexpiel president is also quick to
point out that leather is a knowledge
business, making it clear that the tanneries
that make up his organisation’s membership
are the inheritors of a thousand years of
tradition and expertise.

He feels that the designers who have
taken part in this exercise with Acexpiel—an
organisation that will, incidentally, celebrate
its thirtieth anniversary next year—have a very
high level of appreciation for this tradition and
for the quality of raw material it can make
available to them today.

“Leathers of different textures and different
colour tones sit beside the designer’s
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sketches before being cut and sewn into a
fashion masterpiece,” he says proudly.

One of the people involved on the fashion
side, Modesto Lomba, is the president of the
Association of Spanish Designers at the
moment. He is in no doubt about the quality
of the product that Spanish tanneries
manufacture. "Our tanners produce the
finest Merino and Entrefino leathers,” he
says, “and have won recognition and
acclaim for them worldwide.”

He goes on to say that the new collection
represents something of a watershed, with
“artists and artisans speaking the same
language and seeking the same objectives”.

[t's worth picking out a few of the many
attractive elements of the collection.

What stands out in Alma Aguilar's
contribution are coats—in black, grey-blue,

—

green, brown and (occasionally) red
nappa—that fit tightly to the upper body
put balloon out at the waist. Her theme is
‘urban passion’.

Francis Montesinos presents a wide range
of leather garments, but mainly jackets and
skits in what he calls “luxurious, warm,
chocolate tones”. The materials he has
used include nappa, suede and nubuck
lambskins from a tannery called Impelsa
from the designer’s native Valencia.

Basque designer Miriam Ocariz has
worked with  Entrefino  leather  from
Barcelona-based tannery Riba Guixa to
create some stunning contributions. These
include figure-hugging leather suits with
high-waisted trousers and matching low-cut,
short-length jackets in beautiful autumn
colours such as bumnished copper. €%
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