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Travel has become a defining
characteristic of contemporary life.
The starting point of any journey is

a question or a quest, a longing,
a curiosity, maybe a mission.
Travel signifies choice, where to
go, how to move, what to
bring, and what to leave
behind. Outward bound, our
luggage, the indispensable
movable resource, contains the
equipment we imagine necessary
for our purpose.”

Diane Becker has a way with words. 
She also has a way with colours, which

must be a boon for the 26 Italian vegetable
tanners grouped under the umbrella of the
consortium Vera Pelle Italiana Conciata al
Vegetale.

Ms. Becker, who is the fashion and colour
consultant for the consortium, has been
working with Paolo Russo to develop the
themes for autumn/winter 2008/09. The
seasonal ‘Natural Sensations’ presentation
interprets the concept of Random Bars.
Some readers may find the idea of choosing
a watering hole at random a rather fun idea.
Others will realise that the random bars
referred to are beautifully grouped colours in
the form of those bar codes that organise
our consumer lives. Some of the colours are
featured here—and with travel in mind, it is
not surprising that they have grouped the
colours under the headings of ‘Take Off and
Landing’. 

Given the vagaries of airlines and airports
around the world, let’s hope our cherished
luggage, “the indispensable movable
resource” arrives at the same destination as
we do.
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