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WORLD LEATHER AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2007

The 57th SLTC (South Africa Section) annual
convention was held in the Everglades Hotel in the
picturesque Kwazulu-Natal Midlands, on June 7-10. In

an effort to encourage the attendance of tanners the conference
was held later in the year than usual and the content of the
presentations was reviewed. This move by the committee was
highly successful and attracted a total of 78 delegates
representing a number of leather-associated industries and at
least 14 tanneries. The task of catering to this significantly
larger-than-expected group was handled superbly by the venue
and committee alike.

Delegates flew and drove in from all corners of the country for
Thursday’s check-in and registration under the snow-capped
mountains of the Drakensberg. It was a little cold for the golfing
event sponsored by Simitri Specialty Chemicals so the usual
reunions and discussions ensued in the bar, supported by the
opening cocktail party (sponsored by DyStar Boehme Africa) in
the venue’s Boma function room.

Nigel Dunning, SLTC (SA Section) president, opened the
proceedings on Friday in front a large audience and the
presentations then began with ‘Practical advice for the
beamhouse’ in the morning, and went on to ‘Breaking the
paradigm’ in the afternoon. An international flavour was evident
with a number of speakers from as far afield as the UK, Germany,
Spain, Holland, Italy and Brazil.

Local interests were maintained on day one by an informative
talk on ‘The SA red meat value chain and its impact on the
leather industry’ given by Manie Booysen of SAMIC, the
national representative of the South African red meat industry.
The presentation covered the roles of SAMIC as well as its
marketing strategies and concerns, all of which have a knock-on
effect on the leather industry.

The evening drew to a close with an ‘African Renaissance’
themed dinner event sponsored by Crafcor. And, a great deal of
business was discussed at the event even though many of the
delegates are competitors.

Having already dazzled the audience on day one with ‘War
saddles to Aston Martins: The work of the Leather Conservation
Centre’, based on work prior to his retirement as head of the
centre in Northampton, UK, Roy Thomson started day two with
his second offering, ‘The Groote Schuur Leather, preserving
South Africa’s heritage’. The second talk chronicled the
restoration project and included much of the history of Groote
Schuur and Cecil John Rhodes’ involvement in installing the
Dutch-style gilt leather frieze in 1896.

The demand for locally manufactured footwear has resulted in
a buoyant local leather market and this was mirrored by upbeat
and confident presentations by Mark Gibbings of Apeco (‘If the
shoe fits... wear it’) and a charismatic John Comley from Eddels
Shoes (‘SA footwear industry in a global economy’), who coined
the acronym ASDIA (Another Super Day in Africa) for the
audience. Mr. Comley’s talk highlighted the disadvantages for
local high street retailers in buying mass-produced footwear from
the Far East, and the shift back to more nimble and versatile local
manufacturers. 

The day ended with a talk by Dr. Clive Jackson-Moss from
ISTT (‘Will you survive in the leather industry of the future?’)
where a number of pertinent questions were raised about the
sustainability of some aspects of the local industry and how to
adapt to changes in the future.

A thoroughly enjoyable homely conference ended officially
with a gala dinner on Saturday night and speeches by Nigel
Dunning and Roy Thomson. The conference will be
remembered fondly until the next one in 2008.
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